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1 . .
a socio-dynamic study of return migration developed from previous

research, such as Hernfndez's which had been highly demographic
and' was baséed on census data., Although we felt this is a valid
and  reliable data, we wanted to search into some of the motiva-
tions responsible for, or associated not only to return migra-
tion, but to the migration process in general. As is under-
standable, this information is not contained in the U.S. Census
‘Report,  Thus, this study provides some insights into an -abea
unsearched before, and on which very little information is avail-
able. Furthermore, our own limitations on funds and time impeded
a project beyond an exploratory level, Nevertheless, bhoth the -

Puerto Rico Planning Board and the University of Puerto Rico Social

- Research Center, are conscious of the urgent need for more diver-

_sified and comprehensive research about the migration processes,
It will be our goal, and our commitment, to propose, design and
- develop further research that will try to provide explanations to

-the inquiries provoked by the findings in this pilot study.

Research Problem

The term mlgratlon has been tradltlonally used to 1mply the

..h

mobillty of re81dence of 1nd1v1duals. Puerto Riecan Mlgratlon car-
ries the connotatlon of a massive move of Puerto Ricans from the

Island to other plaoes specially U.S., and particularly to New
York, in order to establlsh themselves there. Prev10us observa-

H 1
1

'tlons were llmlted to the Parm Mlgrant who would mlgrate on a

very temporary ba51s, for a perlod of five or six months, during
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Rico for three months or more, who were 14 years of age or older,
and who had Puerto Rican parentage. It should be noted, also, that
this household survey is carried on throughout the Island, thus the
sample s§;gp§gdﬂrepresents~that particular population of Return Mi-
gpants(janugpto Rico. 'Since the population was relatively high
fop,qur,rgspurces and time, one out of every two return migrants
was selected for this pilot study. B ;

This sample of Return:-Migrants was ‘interviewed in 1973, using
an interview schedule which contained open-ended questions, as to
allow for the required flexibility in a pilot study. The interview
schedule contained questions related to the following*areas:*

1. General Demographic Information: ' such as age, sex,
- educational \background, civil status, knowledge of
English language, etc.;
. 2. Migration experience;. .

3., Motivational factors related to the migratory experience,

* Copies of the interview.schedule used are available at the
Social Science Research Center upon request.
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e) When classifying the sample by specific age brackets
and by sex, the males and females tend to be simllarly
distributed.

(1} 11.2% of the females and 10,0 of the males are
from 14 - 19 years old.

(2) 14.7% of the females and 23,3% of the males are
from 20 to 24.

(3) 15.5% of the females and 15% of the males are
from 25 - 29,

(4} 10.3% of the females and 10% of the males are
from 30 to 34.

(5) 9.5% of the females and 7.5% of the males are
from 35 ~ 39.

(6) 10.3% of the females and 8.3% of the males are
from 40 - U4 years of age.

(7) 14.7% of the females and 12.5% of the males are
From U5 to 5u,

(8) 13.8% of the females and 13.,4% of the males are

55 years old or over.

The following table provides a more descriptive view of

the age and sex composition of the sample studied.
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- Of the eight people who had completed 13 .years on

.. more of schooling, 6 are males and 2 females. ‘Two of

. -~.the six males are 14 to 24, and the other four are 25

ko Ul, Of the two females, one is 25 to Y4, and the

. other one is in the U5 years or over hracket, We should

note from this analysis that there seems to be a negative
correlation between age and formal education.

~.;. The following table provides a complete description

. .of the interaction between age, sex and school achieve-

, ment. .
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4 (50%) are 25 to U4, and the remaining two (25%) are U5
years old or over. Of the people who could not be clas-
sified within these categories, one was in the 14 to 24
category, and the other one is in the 45 years or above
category, .

It is evident that the great majority of the?ounger
people, .14 to 24 years of age (54.3%), is single.‘thigh
© proportion (72.5%) of the 25 to Y4 yedrs of age is married.
Similarly, 40 .persons (62.5%) of the 45 yeafs or older are
married. Close to 52% of the divorced or sepafatéd fall
within the age bracket of 25 to U4 years old. At the same
time, as we mentioned before, 92,9% of the widows are per-
sons 45 years old or over, |
- :Civil Status by Sex Distribution;

In terms of sex distribution, thé eivil status data
reveals that 79 (65.83%) males were married with the part-
ner present and 60 females (51.72%D'arefiﬁ the san&z;ate-
gory.  ‘With the partner absent, élthdﬁgh maffied, appear
6 females (5.17%) and 2 males (1.67%); 18 females (15.52%),
and 32 males (26.67%) ave bachelors; 7 females (6.63:%) and
5 males (4.17%) are divorcedi 11 feitales (9.48%) were sep-
-arated; 14 females (12.,07%) were wiHSWQ,'aﬁé 2 ﬁaiés (1.67%)
were engaged in a consensual relationship. There wéré no

~males separated or 'widowers. '
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Table 11: Distribution of Sample by Sex and Region of
Origin Before First Trip
Regions Sex
Metropolitan Area Male Female Total
# % # % # %
Urban 21} 17.50 22 | 18.97 431 18.22
Rural 13§ 10.83 6 5.17 19 8.05
Sub - Total 34| 28,33 28 | 24,14 62 | 26,27
Center of the Island
VUrban 7 5.83 4 3.44 11 4.66
Rural 2L | 17.50 17 | 14,66 38| 16,10
Sub - Total 28 1 23.33 2l { 18.10 491 20.76
Island Coast
Urban 15} 12,50 22 | 18.97 37| 15.68
Rural 43 | 35,83 45 1 38.79 88| 37.2¢9
Sub - Total 58 | 48,33 67 | 57.76 | 1251 52,97
Puerto Rico
Urban 43 | 35.8 ug { u1.u 91| 38.6
Rural 77 | 64,2 68 | 58.6 s} 61.4
TOTAL 120 | 100,0 116 [1100.0 236 | 100.0

























